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Welcome! 
What we’ll cover: 

★ Understand types of financial aid and how aid is processed 

★ Learn how billing and payments work 

★ Important deadlines and dates 

★ Parent/supporter resources to best guide your Pacer! 

○ https://www.marywood.edu/parents/current/ 

https://www.marywood.edu/parents/current


Filing the Free Application for Student 
Financial Aid (FAFSA) 

★ Filing the FAFSA is the 1st step in the financial aid process! 
○ Both your student and at least one (1) parent need to have their own accounts on 

studentaid.gov. 
○ The FAFSA needs to be filed every year! 

★ You do not typically need to have your taxes on hand when you file, and the 
FAFSA will always use prior prior year tax information. 

○ Ex. The 2025-26 FAFSA uses your 2023 tax information on file with the IRS 

★ Your student’s FAFSA (both the student and parent sections) should be filed 
before May 1st annually, especially if you are a PA State resident! 

○ Your student could miss out on up to $5,750 in state grants! 

http://studentaid.gov


Understanding a Financial Aid Offer 

★ Institutional Scholarships and Grants 
○ For undergraduate studies only, rollover year to year 
○ Need-based grants are awarded based on FAFSA data each year and student’s 

chosen housing status 
★ Federal and State Grants 

○ Federal Pell Grant, Federal SEOG, PA State Grant 
○ Each program has established maximums based on FAFSA data 
○ Must have FAFSA submitted before May 1 for PA State Grant! 

★ Federal Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans 
○ Annual limit for first-time freshman = $5,500 total 
○ Increases annually by $1,000/yr 
○ Subsidized (no interest), Unsubsidized (interest accrues from disbursement) 

★ Federal Work Study 
○ Based on FAFSA data, student must apply for an open position 
○ Earnings are paid to student directly, NOT to tuition bill 



Loan Borrowing and Processing 

★ Parent PLUS Loans or Private Loans 
○ PLUS Loan: Parent(s) may borrow these loans to assist students with paying their bill 

*typically* AFTER their subsidized/unsubsidized loans are already applied. Parent must 
re-apply on FAFSA website each school year. 

○ Private Loan: The parent or the student (with parent as cosigner) may borrow instead of 
PLUS loan. 

○ With either option, it is highly recommended that you request enough funds to cover 
your student’s entire year of tuition (August 2025 to May 2026) to avoid additional 
credit checks when re-applying. 

○ All funding comes directly to school from the lender. 
○ If denied Parent PLUS, you have to option to get an endorser OR allow student to 

borrow additional $4,000/yr in an unsubsidized loan. 
○ May borrow extra for educational expenses such as books/supplies/gas/etc. 

★ Master Promissory Note (MPN) 
○ REQUIRED for your Parent PLUS Loan to process, one-time only. 



To-Do’s in Marywood Portal 

*Student should review 
financial aid checklist 
in the portal for any 
outstanding items or 
requests, as well as 
accept or decline their 
federal loans (student 
or parent loans).* 



Bridging the Gap - Alternative Payments 

★ Parent PLUS Loans 
○ Apply on studentaid.gov, logged in with your FSA account. 
○ Request for full academic year, “maximum” or a specific $ amount 
○ Options if denied 

★ Private Loans 
○ Look for lenders on elmselect.com 
○ If student is borrowing, they will likely need you as a cosigner 
○ Request for full academic year 

★ Outside Scholarships 
○ Checks should be made payable to “Marywood University” and mailed to the attention of 

Student Accounts 

http://studentaid.gov
http://elmselect.com


FERPA, GBLA and Record Release 
★ FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 

○ The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) is a federal 
law which requires that an educational institution maintain a policy of 
confidentiality in regard to students’ educational records. 

○ FERPA Release in MarywoodYou portal - Student must complete. 

★ GLBA (Gramm Leach-Bliley Act) of 1999 is a federal law which 
requires compliance with protection of student financial information 
such as banking information, credit card numbers, names, 
addresses, balances, etc. 

★ Student Records Release and FERPA - Student must complete this to 
authorize the release of student account financial information. 



MarywoodYou Portal - Student Finance 



What’s on your bill? 

Marywood Charges: 

★ Tuition 

★ General Fee 

★ Housing (if applicable) 
★ Meal Plan (if applicable) 
★ Course Fees 

★ Health Insurance* 

*Health Insurance 

★ Mandatory charge for students without 
pre-existing coverage 

★ Provides 12 months of coverage 

★ Waiver if student provides proof of existing 
coverage due by Sept. 15th accessible via 
Student Health Services webpage 

★ Webpage to waive: 
https://studentcenter.uhcsr.com/school-pa
ge 

https://studentcenter.uhcsr.com/school-page
https://studentcenter.uhcsr.com/school-page


Student Finance - Account Activity & Make a Payment 
Marywood Portal 



Payment Center - Authorized Users 



Payments and Payment Plan 

★ Payments can be made via Marywood Portal (Student Finance) or by check 
○ 2.95% service fee for each credit card payment (this fee is NOT associated with 

Marywood University) 

★ Payment plans are 4 months long each semester 
○ Fall Semester (August - November) 
○ Spring Semester (January - April) 
○ There is a $40 setup fee each semester 

Reference the “7 Things You Need to Know” document in the 
digital shared resources folder for setup instructions! 

Fall payments or payment 
plan setup due by August 

12th! 



Refunds 

★ Occurs when payments/financial aid creates a negative (-) balance on account 

★ Can be used for a laptop, books, supplies, gas, some personal expenses 

★ Available refunds may be requested via Refund Request Form, or kept on the 
account to pay for future charges.  The Refund Request Form is under the Forms 
page on marywood.edu, under Student Accounts. 

★ eRefund 
○ Direct deposit to student’s bank account 
○ Parent PLUS Loan funds can go to either to student or parent’s account 

★ Request loan adjustments sooner rather than later! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WGXEMPEmCBwfWefgMqkpvxNL134GRIZqlakOjV199cc/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://marywood.edu


Tips for Parents and Supporters 
★ Help student keep track of deadlines 

○ Knowing the financial aid and billing deadlines is crucial to avoiding expensive 
mistakes with bill due dates, adding/dropping classes, doing the FAFSA on time, etc. 

★ Review renewal criteria with your student 
○ Each type of financial aid has its own criteria for renewal each year. Knowing 

ahead of time helps your student plan for the following school year. Information 
can be found on our webpage: 
https://www.marywood.edu/affordability/types-of-aid/ 

★ Communicate with Financial Aid/Student Accounts Offices early and often 
○ The earlier you come to us with questions or concerns, the more time we have to 

review and get your student’s account squared away! 

https://www.marywood.edu/affordability/types-of-aid


Contact Information 

Office of Financial Aid 
finaid@marywood.edu 

570-348-6225 
Liberal Arts Center, Room 85 

Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm 

Office of Student Accounts 
studentaccounts@marywood.edu 

570-348-6212 
Liberal Arts Center, Room 87 

Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm 

Schedule an 
appointment 

to chat! 

mailto:finaid@marywood.edu
mailto:studentaccounts@marywood.edu

